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POLICE STATIONS, AUTHORISED STRENGTH 

1142. Mr M.J. BIRNEY to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services: 
I refer the minister to the fact that the following police districts are operating below their authorised strengths, as 
indicated by figures tabled in this place yesterday: the south metropolitan district; the west metropolitan district; 
the central metropolitan district; the Kimberley district; the Pilbara district; the goldfields-Esperance district; the 
mid west-Gascoyne district; the great southern district; the south west district; the Peel district; and the wheatbelt 
district.   

(1) How does the minister reconcile her comments on Channel 10 news last night that there will always be 
police stations operating below their authorised strength with the Labor Party’s written pre-election 
policy entitled “more police, better policing”, which states - 

. . . Labor will . . . ensure that all police stations are staffed to their authorised strengths; 

(2) Did the minister lie to the people of Western Australia before the last election, or has she simply failed? 

Withdrawal of Remark 
The SPEAKER:  It was inappropriate for the member to put that word in his question.  I direct him to withdraw 
the word “lie”. 

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  I am happy to withdraw that. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 
(1)-(2) Since we have come to government, there has been a dramatic turnaround in policing in Western 

Australia, in the budget provided to the Police Service and in the recruitment of police.  In the last four 
years of the previous Government, it did not recruit one extra police officer.  More officers were 
missing in the Kalgoorlie station alone than are now missing in the whole district that covers 
Kalgoorlie.  That is a fact.  In the year before the election, I went to Kalgoorlie on a number of 
occasions, and I asked the question on a number of occasions -  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Members! 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  The police station in the member for Kalgoorlie’s electorate routinely operated about 12 
or 13 officers down.  That district is now about 10 or 11 down.  This Government has turned around the 
situation.  It has ensured that at this time the Commissioner of Police in this State has 24 more officers than he 
needs to be able to staff every station and every unit at authorised strength.  Why are the officers not there?  
Members opposite all know why they are not there.  The facts are simple.  There are more than enough police 
officers to cover those stations.  The reason they are not there is that the Commissioner of Police has used his 
discretion to place those officers at other places.  There has been a very pedantic reading of those words.  
However, I can say in good conscience that this Government has provided more than enough police officers to 
staff every station and every unit at authorised strength.  The Commissioner of Police makes those choices.  
People opposite are being completely disingenuous.  Is there a single person on the other side who wants me to 
say to the Commissioner of Police that he should take 30 officers out of the north west metropolitan region, 
Joondalup and Wanneroo and distribute them across the other - 

Several members interjected. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  They do not like it, Mr Speaker.  Who thinks I should direct the Commissioner of Police 
to move officers out of some districts and place them in others?  Not one of them.  Members opposite are an 
absolute joke, because not one of them believes that I should direct - 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  I call the Leader of the Opposition to order, and also the members for Nedlands and Kingsley. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  They are a joke, because not one of them will say that I should direct the Commissioner 
of Police to move one single officer.  They are a bunch of hypocrites. 

Withdrawal of Remark 
The SPEAKER:  Does the Leader of the Opposition want to be called to order again?  I direct the minister to 
withdraw that last comment about hypocrites. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  I withdraw the word “hypocrites”. 
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Questions without Notice Resumed 
 


